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A Study on the Controversies Regarding
the Presidential State of the Nation Report
System to the Legislative Yuan in Taiwan

Zheng-Han Wang*  Tzu-Chiao Su**

This paper explores the historical constitutional perceptions of
the presidential State of the Nation report to the Legislative Yuan in
Taiwan, reviews the controversies surrounding the 2024
parliamentary reform on this reporting system, and provides an
analysis of the political debates and the Constitutional Court’s ruling
on this issue. This paper argues that the constitutional ambiguity
surrounding the presidential State of the Nation report system grants
political actors much room for maneuver, enabling them to interpret
the system in a manner that serves their interests depending on the
political context. When a political party is in power, it tends to shield
the president by interpreting the reporting system in a way that favors
the president, such as justifying the refusal to attend the Legislative
Yuan’s invitation or avoiding interactions with legislators.
Conversely, when a political party is in opposition, it interprets the
system in a way that strengthens the authority of the Legislative Yuan.
The core issue lies in the arrangement of interactions between the
president and legislators, which has been the primary reason why
legislative proposals inviting the president to deliver a State of the

Nation report have ultimately failed. This paper also contends that,

* Ph.D. student, Department of Political Science, National Chengchi University.

+* Professor, Department of Political Science, Soochow University.



150 FRBUALH/2025/5 0+ =55

within Taiwan’s constitutional system, the president’s State of the
Nation report to the Legislative Yuan is a constitutional duty rather
than a constitutional power. Therefore, discussions on the institutional
design of Taiwan’s presidential reporting system should not overly
rely on the experiences of the United States and France, where the
State of the Union address is considered a presidential prerogative.
Under Taiwan’s semi-presidential system, the Legislative Yuan holds
the Executive Yuan accountable through interpellations and no-
confidence votes; likewise, requiring the president to deliver a State
of the Nation report and engage in questioning by legislators serves as
a mechanism for the Legislative Yuan to check presidential power.
With appropriate institutional arrangements, the normalization of the
president’s State of the Nation report to the Legislative Yuan could
contribute to the positive development of Taiwan’s constitutional
system. However, the Constitutional Court’s ruling on this matter has
regrettably missed a rare opportunity to strengthen the Legislative
Yuan’s oversight of presidential power within Taiwan’s constitutional

framework.

Keywords: legislative yuan, president, state of the nation report,

constitutional system, constitutional court ruling



