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A Summary of 
The Traditional and Classical Political Theory: 

Its Meaning, Nature and Purpose 

Ren-Few Ku

The kind of political theory to be introduced in this essay is the earliest and 

the oldest one, i.e. the traditional and classical political theory. The introduction 

is limited to its meaning, nature and purpose and is based on interpretation made 

by contemporary scholars, which the author selects because of its being 

regarded as the most relevant and the most justifiable ones. 

A political theory is called "classic" not merely because the depth of its 

insight, the clearness of its concepts, the freshness of its imagination, and the 

logicalness of its thought are all recognized as among the first class, but also 

because it can constantly inspire the mind of later generations who will obtain 

from it the best starting point for the solution of their own political 

predicaments. There has existed a tradition of dialogue among the classical 

political theorists in various times. It consists not only of persistent issues; but 

also of persistent ways to discuss them. Thus whoever participate in the 

dialogue are inevitably bound by traditional terms and concepts, traditional rules 

and customs, and must obey them. Late-comers can, of course, correct 

traditional errors without overthrowing the structure of the whole tradition and 

thus refresh it so that its life can persist much longer. 

From works of the traditional and the classical political theory we find 

moral quality in their intention; inclusive quality in their scope; philosophical 

quality in their procedure; and general quality in their relevance. From the 
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traditional and classical political theorists themselves we also discover their 

open mind trancending time and space; their intention to understand reality; 

their focus on general and permanent questions; their realism in diluting their 

paradigms; their intellectual honesty and integrity. 

Comparatively, unlike ideology on the one hand, the traditional and 

classical political theory is unbound by specific interests and transcends over 

them; and on the other hand, it is neither pure scientific political theory its 

Purpose being the description and explanation of actual political behaviors of 

both citizens and states , nor pure philosophical political theory its purpose 

being the prescription of aims which both citizens and states should pursue and 

general rules of conduct which they should obey , but the combination of both. 

Singulanly, the task of the traditional and classical political theory is to provide 

a deep and comprehensive vision of human political life both descriptive and 

evaluative  for remedying defects in the ways that most people see politics 

such as shortsightedness and illusion  so that they can see it broaderly, further 

and more clearly and thus can avoid political disasters brought about by 

shortsightedness and illusion. Comparatively or singularly, all traditional and 

classical political theory pursue a common and final aim: to know and to 

articulate what makes a political society a good one. 

Keywords Classics, Tradition, Theory, Political theory: Meaning, Nature and 

Aim, Perspective.


