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Public Participation and Nuclear Security
Governance: The Comparison of the Forth
Nuclear Plant Safety Monitoring Council
and Nuclear Safety Monitoring Council in
New Taipei City

Ying-Feng Chen”

Owing to Fukushima nuclear accident, in order to respond
to the public, Taiwan’ s Atomic Energy Council (AEC)
established  “ the Fourth Nuclear Plant Safety Monitoring
Council”  (FNPSMC) in 2005, and the New Taipei City
government also formed its Nuclear Safety Monitoring Council
(NSMC) in 2013. Both organizations aimed to facilitate
collaborative monitoring among civil experts and governmental
branches via public participation. This article examines the
effectiveness of public participation in these two mechanisms by
adopting the parameters of “information openness”, “public
consultation”,  “trans-sectoral collaboration”, and “local
self-governance”. The research findings suggest: Both
mechanisms share common problems of overly dispersed issues

and a lack of information transparency at early stages.
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Having said that, while the FNPSMC could generally meet
the requirements of “information openness” and “public
consultation”, the AEC’s aversive attitude in incorporating local
perspectives and launching interactive dialogues could hardly
have achieved “trans-sectoral collaboration” and “local
self-governance.” In contrast, the more inclusive NSMC, formed
by local government, might not have performed well on above
two parameters for it institutional shortage on budgets and staffs,
but the problem-solving orientation rendered itself a more active
body facilitating coordination among sectors and sustaining local
autonomy.

This article thus concludes that the government, instead of
treating citizens’ participation as administrative red tape, should
sincerely consider it a window of diverse opinions. Owing to
both local offcials’ higher incentives in dealing with local
political stakes and their advantage exercising institutional
flexibility through local connections, local governments seem to
have higher potential to boost citizens’ participation to the level
of “cooperation” and “autonomy”. Therefore, how to strengthen
institutional supports of local governments may be the key for

future nuclear governance in terms of earning public trust.

Keywords: nuclear security governance, citizens’ participation,

information openness, public consultation, trans-sectoral

collaboration, local self-governance





